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CONTEXT SETTING
A Coruña

Country: Spain
Resource Setting: High
PREMISE OF WHEELCHAIR-SPECIFIC TOPIC
Instructor: Dr. Thais Pousada
Contact: tpousada@udc.es
Program: BSc in Occupational Therapy (3rd Year)
Language: Spanish
Type: Required labs & workshops
Credit: 1 credit- 15 hours
Schedule: 5 h in three sessions with three diﬀerent
groups of students.

Historical Context: The use and prescription of the wheelchair
was a transversal topic addressed in various subjects of the
degree, as in ergonomics and accessibility, in clinical
practices or physical disabilities, but it is not until this course
when speciﬁc training was really done in the wheelchair
evaluation and selection process.
Learning Objective: To increase the competence and knowledge
of occupational therapy students in the assessment process,
selection and individualized prescription of the wheelchair.

WHEELCHAIR SERVICE PROVISION TOPICS based on WHO 8-Step Model
Step 1 Appointment & Referral
Step 2 Assessment

Step 3 Prescription
Step 4 Funding & Ordering

Step 5 Product (Wheelchair) Preparation
Step 6 Fitting

Step 7 User Training
Step 8 Maintenance & Follow-Up

INTEGRATION PROCESS for Universidade da Coruña
At every state of wheelchair (WC) service provision education integration were elements from (1) local population needs, (2) governance, (3)
wheelchair supply chain & service delivery and current & planned wheelchair education.
The timeline below includes resources found in ISWP SMART as denoted by *.
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Need detected for wheelchair training in coordination's meetings
of occupational therapy teachers.
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First, a theoretical explanation is made of
the characteristics of the process of
assessment and prescription of a
wheelchair, of the situation in the Spanish
health system. Also, about the factors to
be taken into account: abilities of the
person, contexts, activities. Then,
informational materials are delivered and
students are divided into four groups. Each
of whom receives a clinical case. From the
debate and the review of the training
material, they must answer the questions
raised in the case. Several wheelchairs
with special cushions are also oﬀered for
students.
They can observe them, measure them
and diﬀerentiate their characteristics.
Finally, the work is delivered and all
possible solutions to the cases raised are
shared. The teacher makes ﬁnal feedback
with the most relevant information. *
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The training was integrated into the
subject "Occupational Therapy for the
personal autonomy of the adult with
physical disability ", which is taught in the
3rd year of the program. It has been done
in groups small students, repeating the
session three times.
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The teacher previously took a course* on the ISWP website and read the
materials provided on the site. In addition she also followed a training speciﬁc
on the Physiopedia portal. Collected manuals, instruments of assessment and
videos to share later with students.*
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WHEELCHAIR SERVICE
PROVISION EDUCATION
INTEGRATION

Governance
Barriers/Facilitators

Wheelchair Service Provision Education
Integration Process Model

Students comment that these types of activities are very necessary in their training, because they can apply
it in their clinical practice , and in their professional future. They have been able to take into account all the
relevant factors for the prescription of a wheelchair, and not only anthropometric measures.

